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“I’ll begin with the following hypothesis: 
society has been completely urbanized.”
Henri Lefebvre: La révolution urbaine (1970)
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Implosions/Explosions:
Towards a Study of Planetary Urbanization
Neil Brenner (ed.)

In 1970, Henri Lefebvre put forward the radical hypothesis of the complete urbanization of soci-
ety, a circumstance that in his view required a radical shift from the analysis of urban form to the 
investigation of urbanization processes. Drawing together classic and contemporary texts on the 
“urbanization question”, this book explores various theoretical, epistemological, methodological 
and political implications of Lefebvre’s hypothesis. It assembles a series of analytical and carto-
graphic interventions that supersede inherited spatial ontologies (urban/rural, town/country, city/
non-city, society/nature) in order to investigate the uneven implosions and explosions of capitalist 
urbanization across places, regions, territories, continents and oceans up to the planetary scale.
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Suburban Constellations 
Governance, Land, and Infrastructure in the 21st Century
Roger Keil (ed.)

In a world of cities, suburbanization is the most visible and pervasive phenomenon. Global sprawl 
engulfs us but it does so in remarkably differentiated ways. While the single-family home subdivi-
sions of North America remain the “classical case,” there are now many other forms of subur-
banism around the globe. The high-rise housing estates around many European and Canadian 
cities, the belts and wedges of squatter settlements in the global south, the burgeoning megacity 
peripheries between Istanbul and Shanghai and the technopoles and edge cities in all corners of 
the world are all part of a pervasive trend towards global suburbanisms.
Suburban Constellations provides a first account of this global development. More than 30 of the 
most well-known global urban scholars analyze the multiple manifestations of suburbanization and 
suburbanism. They are joined by artistic and illustrative contributions. Overviews of suburbaniza-
tion trends in the Americas, Europe, Africa, Australia and Asia complete Suburban Constellations. 

Softcover | 16.8 x 24 cm | 208 p. with approx. 130 col. | English
EUR (D) 28.00 | SFR 36.80 | ISBN 978-3-86859-231-3
available

Urban Constellations
Matthew Gandy (ed.)

Cities are an unprecedented focus of attention: over half the world now lives in them, culture and 
politics are shaped by them, and they are also focal points for new relationships between nature, 
technology and the human body. This essay collection brings together a range of cutting-edge 
international scholarship on cities, urbanization and urban culture. The format of the collection is 
a series of small essays in the spirit of Benjamin, Kracauer and other innovative forms of writing 
and observation. The collection explores themes such as new forms of political mobilization, the 
effects of economic instability, the political ecology of urban nature and the presence of collective 
memory. Cultural aspects of urban change are also considered including the work of artists, film 
makers and others, who have sought to critically engage with processes of urban change. The 
global scope of the collection includes essays on London, Berlin and Los Angeles, as well as less 
extensively studied cities such as Buenos Aires, Lagos and Seoul.
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